PROVISIONS OF THE LICENSURE BILL: 2001 WISCONSIN ACT 80 
The examining board’s name is changed to the Marriage and Family Therapy, Professional Counseling and Social Work Examining Board.  
The examining board remains generally in its current form: 


4 social workers; an APSW, an ISW, a clinical social worker and a

  government social worker

3 MFT’s  

3 PC’s
 

3 public members  
Wisconsin Act 80 prohibits, with certain exceptions, a person from practicing clinical social work, marriage and family therapy or professional counseling unless he or she is licensed. 
The bill allows a person certified as an advanced practice or independent social workers to practice clinical social work, but only under the supervision of a clinical social worker licensed under the bill. 
The bill prohibits person who are not licensed under the bill from practicing psychotherapy, except for the following: 
1. Persons certified as advanced practice and independent social workers who practices psychotherapy under the supervision of persons licensed under the bill 
2. Persons who practice psychotherapy within the scope of practice of other state or federal licenses and 
3. Mental health professionals employed by outpatient psychotherapy clinics certified by the department of health and family services (DHFS). 
The bill defines clinical social work as follows: 
…providing services without supervision for the diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of mental and emotional disorders in individuals, families and groups, to restore, maintain and enhance social functioning through treatment interventions that include psychosocial evaluation, counseling of individuals, families or groups, referral to community resources, advocacy, facilitation of organizational change to meeting social needs and individual, marital or group psychotherapy. 
The bill defines psychotherapy as follows: 

….the diagnosis and treatment of mental, emotional, or behavioral disorders, conditions, or addictions through the application of methods derived from established psychological or systemic principles for the purpose of assisting people in modifying their behaviors, cognitions, emotions, and other personal characteristics, which may include the purpose of understanding unconscious processes or intrapersonal, interpersonal or psychosocial dynamics. 
The title “employee assistance counselor is added to the list of titles that do not need certification 
The bill allows the department of regulation and licensing (DORL) to promulgate rules that establish requirements that an art, music, or dance therapist must satisfy for a license to practice psychotherapy. 
The promulgation of rules regarding psychometric testing jointly by the new board and the Psychology Board is authorized 
The bill requires 3,000 hours of supervised practice, not two years, for clinical social workers.  At least 1,000 of the 3,000 hours must consist of face-to-face contact. 
For all licensed applicants the bill requires that the experience must be supervised by one of the following: 

1) a person with the same license who has a doctorate degree 

2) a person with the same license who has five years experience 

3) a psychiatrist or psychologist 

4) a person who is approved by the appropriate section of the examining board or who satisfies requirement for supervision specified in rules promulgated by the examining board 
The bill creates temporary certificates for APSW’s and ISW’s and a temporary license for clinical social workers.  
The bill allows each section to require applicants by reciprocity to pass the jurisprudence exam. 
Reciprocal licensure would be available for persons who have met substantially equivalent requirements in other states. 
The bill allows applicants to take exams prior to graduation. 
The bill requires licensees to carry professional liability insurance with the exception of those practicing clinical social work, marriage and family therapy or professional counseling as an employee of a federal, state or local governmental agency, if the practice is part of the duties for which he or she is employed and is solely within the confines of or under the jurisdiction of the agency by which he or she is employed. 
The bill does not authorize any individual who is certified or licensed under this chapter to treat alcohol or substance abuse dependency or abuse as a specialty unless the individual is a substance abuse counselor, as defined in s. HFS 75.02 (84), Wis. Adm. Code, or unless the individual satisfies educational and supervised training requirements established in rules promulgated by the examining board.  
The Social Workers Section of the Examining Board will grant a clinical social work license to any person who holds a valid independent clinical social worker certificate that was granted by the social worker section of the examining board before November 1, 2002. 
2001 Wisconsin Act 80 (formerly AB 206) takes effect on November 1, 2002. 
