NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SOCIAL WORKERS, WISCONSIN CHAPTER POSITION ON 2011 SENATE BILL 6, THE VOTER IDENTIFICATION BILL

The National Association of Social Workers, Wisconsin Chapter opposes Senate bill 6, the Voter Identification bill.

This bill would require that any Wisconsin citizen wanting to vote would be required to show either a valid Wisconsin driver’s license or a valid Wisconsin identification card before being eligible to vote. 

We believe this bill however well-intentioned, will have a negative impact on the percentage of elderly, young adult, and minority citizens who vote because of general lower rates of owning a drivers license among these groups.   We believe our state should do everything possible to encourage and make it easy for all our citizens to vote, especially those who are vulnerable and/or disadvantaged in our society.   We are also not aware of widespread evidence of voter fraud, which is used as a justification for this bill.  
State wide only 80% of males and 81% of females have a valid Wisconsin driver’s license. For African Americans only 45% of males and 51% of females have a valid Wisconsin driver’s license and for Hispanics only 54% of males and 41% of females have drivers’ licenses. 3

Even fewer 18 to 24 year old Wisconsin citizens have a valid driver’s license. This age group tends to already have lower voter participation; add on another restriction the voter turnout would continue to descend. For white young Wisconsin citizens 64% of males and 75% of females have their driver’s license. For young African Americans: 22% of males and 37% of females have their driver’s license. For young Hispanics 43% of males and only 37% of females have their drivers’ license. 3

While identification cards will be able to be used, 11 percent of Asian Americans, 8% of Hispanic adults and 4% of whites have had their driver’s license revoked or suspended. In order to vote these groups would have to go to the DMV,  obtain a valid identification card until they get their license back then go back to the DMV to obtain their valid driver’s license. Many of these individuals had their license suspended or revoked for not paying fines. 3

Many Wisconsin citizens do not have a valid identification card of any kind. 177,399 elderly persons 65 and older do not have an identification card; 70% of these are women, 9% are of nonwhite descent. 13% of Wisconsin’s elderly reside in nursing homes and may not have an identification card,  An estimated 98,247 Wisconsin resident’s ages 35 thru 64 do not have an identification card.1,2,3

As a result of this law those individuals without a valid Wisconsin driver’s license or Identification card would have to make a special trip to obtain these documents.   Because of a possible lack of access to transportation to obtain this identification card and/or inability to take off from work to get this identification card, such a requirement could be an insurmountable barrier to being able to vote.

The right to vote is a guaranteed to all Wisconsin citizens under the State constitution.   Let’s not pass a law that would make this right unavailable to the most vulnerable citizens of our state. 
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